
In & around the Benefice…. 
10th January | The Baptism of Christ -  

 The First Sunday of Epiphany 

Please hold in your prayers this week:  

• Each of our villages as we endure another lockdown 

• Pubs and other businesses in our area who may be finding these times very difficult 

• The schools in our benefice:  
 Grendon C of E Primary School with John Wayland their Headteacher and Charlotte French their 

Deputy Head, the staff and pupils 
 Denton Primary School with Louise Brown their Headteacher, the staff and pupils 
 Yardley Hastings Primary School with Louise Brown their Headteacher, the staff and pupils 

• Businesses and those who are struggling to make ends meet 

• The health and well-being of our nation, all who are fearful and anxious 

• Those who are suffering from or affected by the COVID-19 

• Those who are suffering with non-COVID-19 related illnesses, and are afraid to seek help 

• NHS staff caring for COVID-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience 

• Those living in North Korea, who are not free to make their own decisions 

• Those who are in residential care or housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 
Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 

• Those struggling in body, mind or spirit, among them: Jane Cave, Tom Stock, Freddie Hogan,  
Mandy Bates, Jo Cawley, Michelle Wright, Dwain and Elaine Winter, Peter Vaughan and family 

• The recently departed, amongst them Nicholas Vaughan, Malc Wright, Brian Binley,  
Christopher Burridge, and all who grieve at this time including Christopher’s parents (Russell and 
Elaine), Auntie (Nicky Wye)  and cousins (Daniel, James and Dominique) 

Please note: Rev’d Morna will be on leave from Mon 28th December until Sun 10th January.  

Contact Rev’d Janet or your churchwarden if anything cannot wait until her return.  

There are no services in our churches this Sunday but  

St Mary’s, Grendon and St Andrew’s, Yardley Hastings will be open for private prayer 

 

Please join our Benefice Zoom Service - 10am, Sunday 10th January 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84426478755?pwd=RnZPdjJKUWdUazFualFYUFdZWEpvdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 844 2647 8755, Passcode: 188967  
 
 

Daily Prayer resumes on Monday 11th January 
Rev Morna says Morning Prayer in our Benefice at 8:30am and Evening Prayer at 4:30pm on Sunday to Thursday.  

If you would like to join in with these Daily Offices, please email Rev Morna on revmorna@gmail.com  
at least 10 minutes before to receive a Zoom link. 

Our Rector is The Reverend Morna Simpson 
Tel:01604 319902; Email: revmorna@gmail.com 

Our Associate Priest is The Reverend Janet Tebby 
Tel: 01933 384628; Email: jtebby@gmail.com 
Our Curate is The Reverend Amanda Oliver 

Tel: 01604 983003; Email: yhbcurate@gmail.com 
Our Benefice Reader is Liz Taylor, Email: liztyardley@aol.com  

@BeneficeYardley  www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84426478755?pwd=RnZPdjJKUWdUazFualFYUFdZWEpvdz09
mailto:liztyardley@aol.com
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk


The Collect 
Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 
may we recognize him as our Lord and know ourselves to 
be your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. 
Amen 
 
First Reading 
Genesis 1:  1-5 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and  
the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God  
swept over the face of the waters.  
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness.  
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called  
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 
Acts 19:  1-7 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the 
inland regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 
some disciples.  
He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you became believers?’  
They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.’  
Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’  
They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’  
Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
telling the people to believe in the one who was to come 
after him, that is, in Jesus.’  
On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.  

When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading 
Mark 1: 4-11 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  
He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 
the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  
And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of 
our rebirth through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

REFLECTION FOR EPIPHANY 1 

Well, here we are again……Lockdown 3!  
‘’Stay at home – Save lives – Protect the NHS’’. 
It has come as no surprise considering the numbers of positive cases, yet I am struck how different it feels this 
time. The days are shorter and colder, there is little to look forward to, Christmas and New Year celebrations are 
behind us, and all I hear are the things we are NOT able to do.  

How can we rethink this message, and consider what we are able to do? 
Perhaps there should be a 4th part to the mantra above……‘’Protect our Mental Health’’. 
From my own experiences over the last 9 months and from the pillars of our faith my I offer some ideas, 

Pray. Set aside 10 minutes a day, find a comfy chair, a view to the outside, some calm music, and a lit candle. 
Take your bible or the newsletter and read a verse or two of something familiar, Psalm 23 or a parable, sit back 
and ask God to speak…. listen…. then after a few moments, read a bit more, gaze out of the window, close 
your eyes, drift off. See what happens, be expectant of God. 

Telephone a friend, anyone who comes to mind. 

Write a card and pop it in the post, send it to someone, possibly the person who came to mind in your prayers. 

Ask for help. We are all willing to help you, we just do not know who to help or how to help. 

In our Old Testament reading this week ‘God saw that the light was good’. My prayer for us all is that each of us 
be good light in someone else’s darkness, and therefore we will be light in our own gloom too. Please do be in 
touch with either Morna, Janet or me if you would like a chat or some help, we are here for each other.  

 ‘the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it’ John 1, 4-5. 


