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In & around the Benefice…. 
27th December | The First Sunday of Christmas 

New Benefice Twitter account: If you are on Twitter, please follow us @BeneficeYardley and keep in 

touch with the photography challenge and other events around the benefice.  

Please hold in your prayers this week:  

• Each of our villages as we make sense of new regulations 

• Pubs and other businesses in our area who may be finding these times very difficult 

• The schools in our benefice:  
 Grendon C of E Primary School with John Wayland their Headteacher and Charlotte French their 

Deputy Head, the staff and pupils 
 Denton Primary School with Louise Brown their Headteacher, the staff and pupils 
 Yardley Hastings Primary School with Louise Brown their Headteacher, the staff and pupils 

• Those areas who find themselves in the highest Tiers 

• Businesses and those who are struggling to make ends meet 

• The health and well-being of our nation, all who are fearful and anxious 

• Those who are suffering from or affected by the COVID-19 

• Those who are suffering with non-COVID-19 related illnesses, and are afraid to seek help 

• NHS staff caring for COVID-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience 

• Those living in North Korea, who are not free to make their own decisions 

• Those who are in residential care or housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 
 Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 

• Those struggling in body, mind or spirit, among them: Jane Cave, Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, 
Freddie Hogan, Mandy Bates, Malc Wright, Jo Cawley, Laura Meakins 

• The recently departed, amongst them Christopher Burridge, and all who grieve at this time including 
Christopher’s parents (Russell and Elaine), Auntie (Nicky Wye)  and cousins (Daniel, James and 
Dominique) 

Please note: Rev’d Morna will be on leave from Mon 28th December until Sun 10th January.  

Contact Rev’d Janet or your churchwarden if anything cannot wait until her return.  

Sunday 27th December at 10.00 am - United Benefice Service on zoom  
There will only be a service online on Sunday 27th and we will be joining with  

Derek and the URC congregation for a united service.  
 

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82233625149?pwd=ZUk0djV0SnJ0MkJ6M2d5dE0xRzhrdz09 
Meeting ID: 822 3362 5149  Passcode: 992944 

JANUARY SERVICES 

  3rd January   8.00am Holy Communion St Mary the Virgin, Whiston 
17th January  10.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Grendon 
24th January  10.00am Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Yardley Hastings 
24th January  10.00am Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Castle Ashby 
31st January  10.00am Holy Communion  St Margaret’s, Denton 
 

**Weekly Benefice services will also continue on zoom at 10.00am** 
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The Collect 
God in Trinity, 
eternal unity of perfect love: 
gather the nations to be one family, 
and draw us into your holy life through the  
birth of Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
Exodus 33: 7-11a 
 
Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the 
camp, far off from the camp; he called it the tent of 
meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would 
go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the 
camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the 
people would rise and stand, each of them, at the 
entrance of their tents and watch Moses until he had 
gone into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, 
the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the 
entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with 
Moses. When all the people saw the pillar of cloud 
standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people 
would rise and bow down, all of them, at the 
entrance of their tents.  
Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, 
as one speaks to a friend.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading 
1 John, chapter 1 
 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, 
what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life— this life was 
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and 
declare to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you 
what we have seen and heard so that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We 
are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 
This is the message we have heard from him and 
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is 
no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 
and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light 
as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just 
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
John 21: 19b -25 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to John.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
After this, Jesus said to Peter, ‘Follow me.’ 
 
Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following them; he was the one who had reclined 
next to Jesus at the supper and had said,  
‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’  
When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus,  
‘Lord, what about him?’  
Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until 
I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’  
 
So the rumour spread in the community that this 
disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him 
that he would not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he 
remain until I come, what is that to you?’ 
 
This is the disciple who is testifying to these things 
and has written them, and we know that his 
testimony is true. But there are also many other 
things that Jesus did; if every one of them were 
written down, I suppose that the world itself could 
not contain the books that would be written. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of an 
earthly home: 
help your Church to live as one family, 
united in love and obedience, 
and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 


