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In & around the Benefice…. 
29th November | First Sunday of Advent 

In line with national guidelines we have suspended all worship taking place in our buildings.  
Please note that St Andrew’s, Yardley Hastings is open for private prayer during daylight hours on  
Sundays and Wednesdays, and St Mary’s Grendon is open for private prayer between 10am and 2pm,  
also on Sundays and Wednesdays. 
 
Benefice Zoom Service - This Sunday Rev’d Amanda will be taking our service. The details to join are: 

Topic: Advent Sunday Benefice Service 
Time: Nov 29, 2020 10:00 AM London 
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89915352811?pwd=QWllY0JxcWwydlJDR0YyYnliYjFFQT09 

Meeting ID: 899 1535 2811,  Passcode: 801951 
 
Midweek Eucharist - This will resume on Wednesday 2nd December, 9.30am at St Mary’s Grendon 

Tea and Theology will be back the following week with a new time slot!  
 
Morning Prayer -  This is a lovely holy space where a few of us gather to begin the day in prayer on  
Mondays to Thursdays. The service includes reading the psalms, and the set bible readings for the day as 
well as a time of prayer for our benefice, villages, diocese and the world beyond. It lasts no more than  
30 minutes and it would be lovely if you would like to join. Please note a change of start time to 8:30 am  
You are able to find the order of service for Morning Prayer each day here:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer  
and click on the ‘Morning Prayer’ box. Zoom details below: 
  
Topic: Morning Prayer 
Time: This is a recurring meeting at 8:30am Monday to Thursday 
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81991877075?pwd=Vjc5OFArWkpPVXo1NWQ1Qkl3UVE3Zz09 

Meeting ID: 819 9187 7075 
Passcode: 187118  

Here we find ourselves at the first Sunday of Advent, a time of watching and waiting - as our gospel  
passage reminds us we are to “Keep awake!” This year, more than ever I think in my lifetime, the gospel 
message of light and hope is so important and relevant for our times. This year seems to have drawn in a 
deep darkness of loneliness, isolation, financial hardship, anxiety and sickness - hard times indeed for so 
many. As God’s people in each of our villages we have had, and continue to have, a very important role as 
God’s messengers of light and hope during this advent time of watching and waiting. This is such  
important work, and as I get to know each of you, I am truly humbled to hear about the ways in which you 
have communicated the light and hope of God with us to the people around you -  
This is the gospel of the Lord!   Praise to you O Christ.  
 
Every Blessing, Morna 

Advent Activities! 
If you are looking for some activities for your children / grandchildren as we begin our journey through  
advent towards Christmas, visit our advent website.  Each day has ideas and activities to try at home: 

 
https://sites.google.com/view/yardleyhastingsbenefice 

 
There is also a photographic challenge to inspire all ages. (See also page 2 of this newsletter) 
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Please hold in your prayers this week:  

• Each of our villages as we make sense of new regulations 

• Pubs and other businesses in our area who may be finding these times very difficult 

• The schools in our benefice:  
 Grendon C of E Primary School with John Wayland their Headteacher and Charlotte French their 

Deputy Head, the staff and pupils 
 Denton Primary School with Louise Brown their Headteacher, the staff and pupils 
 Yardley Hastings Primary School with Louise Brown their Headteacher, the staff and pupils 

• Those areas in the Midlands and the North of England who find themselves in Tier 3 

• Businesses and those who are struggling to make ends meet 

• The health and well-being of our nation, all who are fearful and anxious 

• Those who are suffering from or affected by the COVID-19 

• Those who are suffering with non-COVID-19 related illnesses, and are afraid to seek help 

• NHS staff caring for COVID-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience 

• Those living in North Korea, who are not free to make their own decisions 

• Those who are in residential care or housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 
 Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 

• Those struggling in body, mind or spirit, among them: Jane Cave, Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, 
Freddie Hogan, Mandy Bates, Muriel Coulson, Malc Wright 

• The recently departed, amongst them Avril Chick and all who grieve at this time 

FEED MY SHEEP  

As a result of some conversations at Zoom Church we are arranging donations for a foodbank in  
Wellingborough and Northampton. They need:  

 
 tinned meals (fish, soup, fruit, puddings) toilet rolls 
 breakfast cereal shower gel 
 sugar  deodorant 
 UHT/powdered milk washing up liquid 
 instant coffee washing powder 
 cat/dog food  

If you are able to donate, please could you contact/drop off with  
Rev Morna (Denton),  

Nicky Wye (Castle Ashby) 
Charlotte Tipping (Yardley Hastings)  

or in the Church (Wednesday & Sunday) or Church Rooms (Tues & Saturday) in Grendon.  
Please donate by Wednesday 2nd December  

so that we can arrange for donations to be dropped off in good time.  

Thank you 

This advent, why not try taking a 

photograph each day with the 

word for each day to inspire you? 

If you are on social media you 

could post them each day.  

If not, keep them and bring them 

to ‘Tea and Theology‘ to talk 

about.  

Please do email Liz or Rev Morna 

with particular photographs which 

have inspired you!  

Advent Photography Challenge 

29 Path  10 Promise  21 Dawn 

30 Trust  11 Delight 22 King 

1 Light  12 Holy 23 Saviour 

2 Joy  13 Rejoice 24 Star 

3 New  14 Patient 25 Worship 

4 Mercy  15 Strong 

5 Justice  16 Faithful 

6 Praise  17 Wisdom 

7 Comfort  18 Adore 

8 Peace  19 Root 

9 Hope  20 Key 

Share your photographs on  

Instagram, Twitter or  

Facebook using the  

hashtags: #adventhope2020 

#yardleyhastingsbenefice  



The Collect 
Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
Isaiah 64: 1-9 
 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
down, so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 
water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, so 
that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at 
your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who 
remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you 
hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all 
our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts 
to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face 
from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our 
iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, 
and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 
hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not 
remember iniquity for ever. 
Now consider, we are all your people.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 
 
My brothers and sisters: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of 
the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in 
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just 
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you— so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into 
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
Mark 13: 24-37 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
 
‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and 
the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers 
in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in 
clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will 
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven. 
 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
 
‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves 
in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch.  
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when 
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or 
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  
And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await 
the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall 
appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active 
in his service and joyful in his praise; through  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 


