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In & around the Benefice…. 
20th September | Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Please hold in your prayers this week:  

  The Revd Morna Simpson as she prepares to take up her role as our Rector, and for us all as we enter a new 
 chapter in the life of the Benefice  

  The schools in our Benefice, the headteachers John Wayland and Louise Brown and the staff as they endeavour to 
 make school a welcoming and safe environment for all the children 

  The young people in our Benefice who are preparing to move away from home to begin higher education courses. 

  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus 

  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and be kept safe 

  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 

  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, Gwen York, 
 Ann and Colin Dix 

  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them: Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, Freddie Hogan, Mandy 
 Bates, Fabienne Godfrey, Muriel Coulson 

  The recently departed, amongst them Chris Sayles, and all who grieve at this time  

Benefice Worship and Praise is live online at 10am on Sunday 20th September  

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85812674165       Meeting ID: 858 1267 4165     Passcode: 480692  

Holy Communion services in our churches: Harvest Festival Services:  
20th Sept 10am Yardley Hastings     20th Sept  10am Grendon    
27th Sept 10am Castle Ashby     27th Sept  10am Denton 
        27th Sept  3pm Whiston    
 

We request that you only attend the services in your usual church, as numbers are limited due to social distancing 

It is mandatory that face coverings should be worn by all those attending a place of worship 

Harvest Reflection  
 Come, ye thankful people, come 
 Raise the song of harvest home 
 All is safely gathered in 
 Ere the winter storms begin 
 God our Maker doth provide 
 For our wants to be supplied 
 Come to God's own temple, come 
 Raise the song of harvest home 
 
Where are the “thankful people?” Many do not even know what a harvest is. Their food comes from the shelves  
laden with brightly coloured bags, cans, plastic tubs and boxes.  Their fruit and vegetables are picked from bins 
where only the freshest and the best are displayed, while the mis-shaped and blemished are thrown out. 
Have we forgotten the great joy of a feast prepared in remembrance of the blessings of God on a fertile and blessed 
land?  How do we show our thanks?  
Some people buy their food in coverings that will take hundreds of years to decay. Some chose to waste the food 
sown, fed, and grown by hard working farmers, others chose to support multi-national companies rather than the 
local farmer or grocer or butcher. Brothers and sisters, it was not long ago, that we relied on our local food producers 
and retailers, to provide our weekly food, how quickly have we forgotten? 
Let us remember that we live in a beautiful place, a place cared for and stewarded by a few local farmers, let’s not 
forget them, let’s avoid returning to the convenient rather than be creative with the fresh and local. That lovely image 
of a wicker basket laden with local vegetables and fruit is not purely an image but could be a reality. 
Come ye thankful people come, raise the song of harvest home…. Let us be thankful for this land, the people who 
care for it and support our local food economy. Never forgetting, to support those in our local towns who are feeding 
their local communities from the foodbanks and voucher schemes.  Let us be a great people of thanks, of gratitude, 
and see this provision as a blessing from a generous creator God. 
With my prayers and best wishes,  
 Rev. Amanda 
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The Collect 
 
Lord God, defend your Church from all false teaching 
and give to your people knowledge of your truth, that we 
may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
Old Testament Reading 
Jonah 3.10 - 4.11 
 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that 
he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do 
it.  But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he 
became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said,  
‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; 
for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to 
relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my 
life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And 
the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and 
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the 
shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up 
over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him 
from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 
withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east 
wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so 
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It 
is better for me to die than to live.’ 
But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry 
about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to 
die.’ Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the 
bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not 
grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 
night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that 
great city, in which there are more than a hundred and 
twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand 
from their left, and also many animals?’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
New Testament Reading 
Philippians 1: 21-30 
 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live 
in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not 
know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: 
my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you.  Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and 
joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your 
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.  
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent 
and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the 
faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents.  
 

For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously 
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, 
but of suffering for him as well— since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still 
have. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
Matthew 20: 1-16 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
 
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard.  
After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily 
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they 
went. When he went out again about noon and about 
three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he 
went out and found others standing around; and he said 
to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They 
said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to 
them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening 
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
“Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.” When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought 
they would receive more; but each of them also received 
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 
the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; 
I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am 
I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?”  
So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
  
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; 
and, because without you our human frailty cannot but 
fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 


