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In & around the Benefice…. 
6th September | Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Please hold in your prayers this week:  

  The Revd Morna Simpson as she prepares to take up her role as our Rector, and for us all as we enter a new 
 chapter in the life of the Benefice  

  The schools in our Benefice, the headteachers John Wayland and Louise Brown and the staff as they endeavour to 
 make school a welcoming and safe environment for all the children 

  The young people in our Benefice who are preparing to move away from home to begin higher education courses. 

  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus 

  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and be kept safe 

  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 

  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, Gwen York, 
 Ann and Colin Dix 

  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them: Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, Freddie Hogan, Mandy 
 Bates, Mairi Boyd, Fabienne Godfrey 

  The recently departed, amongst them Chris Sayles, and all who grieve at this time -  
 Chris’ funeral is at St Mary’s Grendon at 2.30pm, on Thursday 10th September, invitation only.   
 The hearse will leave from Blackmile Lane and travel to the church via Main Road.  This will  be an 
 opportunity for those who wish to pay their last respects to Chris on her journey to St Mary’s 

Benefice Worship and Praise is live online at 10am on Sunday 6th September  
Join Zoom Meeting:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89440714476  

Holy Communion services in our churches: Harvest Festival Services:     
6th Sept 10am Grendon    6th Sept  10am Yardley Hastings  
13th Sept 10am Denton     13th Sept  10am Castle Ashby  
20th Sept 10am Yardley Hastings     20th Sept  10am Grendon    
27th Sept 10am Castle Ashby     27th Sept  10am Denton 
        27th Sept  3pm Whiston    
 

We request that you only attend the services in your usual church, as numbers are limited due to social distancing 

It is mandatory that face coverings should be worn by all those attending a place of worship 

Reflection:  
The bible readings this morning have a theme. They are about our relationships with each other. Paul’s letter to the 
people in Rome reminds us to love one another. Matthew recalls how Jesus specifically requests us to be  
reconciled to one another, and how to make that happen.  

Loving, being reconciled, listening, and living alongside each other in community, are all things we are good at 
thinking about, and perhaps a little less good at actually doing. They all take effort, time and thought. 

As we look forward to Morna joining us, how do we show her our love? (I wonder if there is something we could do 
at the Rectory). As our churches open more regularly for worship, this would be a good time to make the effort, to 
be considerate, and take time to reconnect with each other.  

Do we need to reconnect with those who arrange the flowers, clean the church, play the organ and sing, those who 
read in our services or prepare our intersessions, our PCC members and church officers, those who make pastoral 
visits and phone calls? Perhaps there are some people who we have not heard from since the spring, who we 
would have seen regularly at church. If we take the time to re-connect, to draw each other closer, to love each other 
and then invite Jesus into that space, then we shall be in church.  

Friends, as the children return to school, and the nights draw in, it is even more important that we connect with each 
other, whether by phone, letter, email or perhaps in a socially distanced ‘in person’ as it is these relationships,  
rooted in the love of Christ, that will sustain us throughout the next few months, as we witness the glories of the  
autumn season, and as the earth goes to sleep once more. 

Jesus teaches us ‘to love one another’, this means making a choice to do the loving.  

Friends do take care this week, be loving and safe, 

With my ongoing prayers 

Amanda. 
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The Collect 
 
Almighty God, you search us and know us: 
may we rely on you in strength and rest on you in 
weakness, now and in all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
 
Old Testament Reading 
Exodus 12: 1-14 
 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of 
Egypt:  
This month shall mark for you the beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the year for 
you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on 
the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 
each family, a lamb for each household. If a 
household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join 
its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb 
shall be divided in proportion to the number of 
people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the 
sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole 
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it 
at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and 
put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb 
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the 
fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not 
eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over 
the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You 
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything 
that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is 
how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals 
on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you 
shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord.  
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, 
and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the  
Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you 
when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a 
day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it 
as a festival to the Lord; throughout your 
generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance.“ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Testament Reading 
Romans 13: 8-14 
 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  
The commandments, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; 
You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; 
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  Besides 
this, you know what time it is, how it is now the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 
the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the 
day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling 
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
Matthew 18: 15-20 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus spoke to his disciples. 
‘If another member of the church sins against 
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you 
are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 
regained that one.  
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 
along with you, so that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, 
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you 
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them.’  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Prayer  
God our creator, you feed your children with the true 
manna, the living bread from heaven: let this holy 
food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage until 
we come to that place where hunger and thirst are 
no more; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 


