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In & around the Benefice…. 
21st June | Second Sunday after Trinity 

Please hold in your prayers this week: 

  All involved in the process of finding our new Rector 
  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, including the NHS, 

 council workers, teachers 
  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and be 

 kept safe 
  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 
  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 

 Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 
  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them:  Chris Sayles, Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, 

 Freddie  Hogan, Mandy Bates, Mhairi Boyde, Anne Blackmore, Bishop John and his wife Elizabeth, 
 Fabienne Godfrey 

  The recently departed, amongst them Gerry Foxhall and all who grieve at this  time 

This reflection was part of Bishop Donald’s latest bulletin to the clergy; I thought it was worth us all reading! 

A lot happens in a week!  Monday turned to Saturday for private prayer in church buildings, and small-scale 
funerals were included. 

The indicative dates we have heard from the government for various aspects of life to be opened up keep 
changing: sometimes one date or set of conditions from the relevant government department, and another 
from Downing Street. Policies change, the rate of unlocking, the perceived priorities ... It can be hard to 
keep up.  

The pendulum has swung for some, from health and safety as the highest priority, to economic health. 
Back to work! Spend, spend, spend!... 

…One particular bit of nonsense is the government’s idea of “suspending” Sunday trading restrictions for a 
year to kick-start the economy. (Hands up anyone who thinks those restrictions would be re-imposed after 
such a suspension.) Surely this virus has reminded us that we need our rhythms of life. We, our land, our 
livestock, and our shop workers, all need a Sabbath – a weekly day when we can rest and re- create with-
out having to be productive economic beings. 

In fact, we need a better place for that pendulum to settle than either “health and safety at all costs” or 
“maximum productivity and wealth creation”. We ought to be discussing “the common good” or “the well-
being of the most vulnerable” or “the caring and just society.” We could, even, be using this horrid crisis to 
be dreaming and planning a better future, rather than either hiding in our caves and refusing to come out, 
or rushing headlong back to the madcap destructive past from which we have come. I and others are trying 
to say these things (by Zoom) to the House of Lords, but I am not yet aware of any senior politicians brave 
or imaginative enough to re-think our society in these ways. 

 Bishop Donald 

Please visit our website for information on worship during the lockdown  

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown  

Our benefice service for this Sunday can be found here: https://youtu.be/M2ScB29e3pc  

**** Next week’s Sunday service will be slightly different.****  
You won’t get a link to a recorded YouTube service, but an email inviting you to a live online service,  
to be held at 10am. You won’t be able to watch it later, you have to be there at the time (like going to 

church!) If you think we don’t have your email address, and would like to join in, please let Revd Janet or 
Revd Amanda know. You don’t have to have a Zoom account to join in, you simply click the link in the 

email, make sure your computer or tablet camera is on, and follow the instructions.  

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown
https://youtu.be/M2ScB29e3pc


The Collect 
 
Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without 
love are nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and 
pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without 
which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
Romans 6: 1b-11 
 
Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin 
go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we have been buried with 
him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
so we too might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to 
sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if 
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. The death he died, 
he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 15: 11-32 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord 

‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger 
of them said to his father, “Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.” So he 
divided his property between them. A few days later 
the younger son gathered all he had and travelled 
to a distant country, and there he squandered his 
property in dissolute living. When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine took place throughout 
that country, and he began to be in need. So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the 
pigs.  
 

He would gladly have filled himself with the pods 
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. But when he came to himself he said, 
“How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; treat me like one of your hired 
hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his father. But 
while he was still far off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. Then the son said to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And 
get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to 
celebrate. 
‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he 
came and approached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked 
what was going on. He replied, “Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has got him back safe and 
sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go 
in. His father came out and began to plead with 
him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all 
these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; 
yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this 
son of yours came back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf 
for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But 
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he 
was lost and has been found.” ’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Prayer 
Almighty God,  
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of 
your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make 
known your heavenly glory;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
 

 


