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In & around the Benefice…. 
10th May | Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Please hold in your prayers this week: 

  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, including the 
 NHS, council workers, teachers in schools offering childcare for those who work in key jobs.  

  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and 
 be kept safe.  

  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 
  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 

 Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 
  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them:  Chris Sayles, Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, 

 Freddie Hogan, Mandy Bates, Mhairi Boyde, Phillip Houghton, Anne Blackmore 
  The recently departed, amongst them Julie Quilter, Jennifer Barry-Murray and all who grieve at this 

 time 

Reflection on VE Day 
 
As I write, we are in the middle of our VE Day commemorations. We’re good in this country at 
doing ceremony, at celebrating past achievements and events. It’s one of the things I love about 
being British – you just know they’ll hit the right note. And the plans that have been made up and 
down the country were going to be just right – solemn and silly moments, hopeful and reflective 
times all to make up a special day recalling sacrifice, relief and joy at the end of hostilities. But all 
those plans had to be thrown out as we have had to learn to fight a new battle with the  
coronavirus. Our lives have changed immensely.  We’ve had to work out how to do our  
celebrations in a different way – no big parties, no mass gatherings, no dancing in the streets 
such as there were 75 years ago. And yet our celebrations still can express joy, solemnity,  
reflection and hope (and very British silliness!). 
I visited all the 5 villages in our Benefice this morning, stood for the 2-minute silence as the  
Last Post was played, waved at people raising a glass with neighbours at a safe distance,  
admired bunting and flags and chatted about future plans and hopes. As 75 years ago the nation 
was looking ahead to the future with hope, we can too. We look back with thankfulness, to learn 
from our mistakes, we take stock of our current situation realistically, and we look ahead with 
cautious optimism. Things will never be quite the same, and it may take some time for us to  
recover from this, but God is in the business of new beginnings, and will take us through. Who 
knows, we may even find we enjoy new ways of doing things!   

 

Please visit our website for information on worship during the lockdown  

including recordings of our own Benefice Sunday Morning Prayer Services at  

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown  

The Daily Hope free phone line offers music, prayers and  
reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of 
England at the end of a telephone line. 
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – 
has been set up particularly with those unable to join online 
church services during the period of restrictions in mind. 

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown


The Collect 
 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
Zechariah 8:  3-8 
 
Thus says the Lord: I will return to Zion, and will 
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; Jerusalem shall be 
called the faithful city, and the mountain of 
the Lord of hosts shall be called the holy 
mountain. Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men 
and old women shall again sit in the streets of 
Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of their 
great age. And the streets of the city shall be full of 
boys and girls playing in its streets. Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: Even though it seems impossible 
to the remnant of this people in these days, should 
it also seem impossible to me, says the Lord of 
hosts? Thus says the Lord of hosts: I will save my 
people from the east country and from the west 
country; and I will bring them to live in Jerusalem. 
They shall be my people and I will be their God, in 
faithfulness and in righteousness.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 5:  16-21 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a 
human point of view; even though we once knew 
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is 
a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that 
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Prayer for VE Day 
 
Lord God our Father, 
we pledge ourselves to serve you and all 
humankind, in the cause of peace, 
for the relief of want and suffering, 
and for the praise of your name. 
Guide us by your Spirit; 
give us wisdom; 
give us courage; 
give us hope; 
and keep us faithful now and always. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 


