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In & around the Benefice…. 
3rd May | Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Please hold in your prayers this week: 

  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, including the 
 NHS, council workers, teachers in schools offering childcare for those who work in key jobs.  

  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and 
 be kept safe.  

  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 
  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 

 Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 
  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them:  Chris Sayles, Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, 

 Freddie Hogan, Mandy Bates, Mhairi Boyde, Phillip Houghton 
  The recently departed, amongst them Julie Quilter, Jennifer Barry-Murray and all who grieve at this 

 time 

Easter 4 Reflection  
 
Psalm 23 – probably the best-known psalm, and 1 Corinthians 13, probably the best-known passage 
in the Bible. And today we have both readings. What riches!! Just take a few minutes to read them…  
Seemingly quite dissimilar, yet very much linked. The psalm speaks of what God does for us, and the 
Corinthians passage what we can do for others. When I was teaching at Mears Ashby School, the  
children loved singing this: 
 

If you know God’s love 
Then show God's love, 
In all you do and say. 
You know God's love, 
Let's show God's love, 
To all our friends today. 
 

We are cared for by our Shepherd, we know his love, his comfort and his strength to take us through 
even the darkest of times. Now it’s our turn to reflect those qualities to those around us. It means not 
thinking just of ourselves and what is good for us, but following Christ’s example of self-sacrifice and 
servanthood. How does that show itself these days?  
Try reading again that passage from 1 Corinthians about love and think about it in relation to our  
current situation. Patience, endurance, kindness, rejoicing in the truth, faithfulness, hopefulness – all 
things our world needs to experience right now.  
 
This modern translation of the last verse really helped me grasp what it’s all about – perhaps it will you 
too..! 
 
But for right now….., we have three things to do……..:  
Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love. 

 

Please visit our website for information on worship during the lockdown  

including recordings of our own Benefice Sunday Morning Prayer Services at  

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown  

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown


The Collect 
 
Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
Acts 2:  42-47 
 
Many were baptized and were added to the 
community. 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders 
and signs were being done by the apostles. All who 
believed were together and had all things in 
common; they would sell their possessions and 
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at 
home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 
added to their number those who were being 
saved. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 23 
A Psalm of David. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
I fear no evil;  
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff— 
they comfort me. 
 
You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
my whole life long. 
 
 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 13:  1-13 
 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, 
but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, 
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all 
my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that 
I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will 
come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as 
for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know 
only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when 
the complete comes, the partial will come to an 
end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I 
became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For 
now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see 
face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. And 
now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Merciful Father, 
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good 
shepherd, 
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise 
again: 
keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 


