
In & around the Benefice…. 
22nd December | Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Our Rector is The Reverend Paula York 
Tel: 01604 891885; Email: revpaulayork@gmail.com 

Our Curate is The Reverend Amanda Oliver 
Tel: 01604 983003; Email: yhbcurate@gmail.com 

Our Associate Priest is The Reverend Janet Tebby 
Tel:01933 384628; Email: jtebby@gmail.com 

Dates for the Diary…   

Jan 

Fri 3rd 9.30am Coffee morning at Denton Church with Health visitor clinic and Little Fishes.  

Fri 3rd 10.00am-12 ‘The Meeting Place’ - Coffee morning, Grendon Village Hall 

Weds  8th 11.00am-12 Little Fishes, St Mary’s Grendon 

Weds 8th 7.45pm Benefice Choir practice, St Andrew’s Yardley Hastings 

Thurs 16th 6.30-8pm Youth Group, St Mary’s Grendon 

Sat 18th 10.00am-12 Coffee morning in aid of St Andrew’s, at Haybarn, High St, Yardley Hastings 

Sat 25th 7.00pm Quiz Night, St Margaret’s Denton.  Teams of 4, £2 per person   

Please hold in your prayers this week… 

  The newly elected members of parliament as they take up their duties.  

  The natural world, that God’s love for all he has made might  be reflected in our care for the planet. 

  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 

  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them:  Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 

 Gwen York 

  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them:  Ann and Colin Dix, Edith O ’Loughlin, Chris 

 Sayles, Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, Esme Handley, Freddie Hogan, Diane Claber, Mandy Bates, 

 Lilian Parry, Alison Comery, Kate Billson 

  The recently departed, among them Jonathan Pearson, and all who grieve at this time 

Worship in our churches for the next week….. 

Today… 

 9.00am Holy Communion  Castle Ashby 
 11.00am Holy Communion   Yardley Hastings  
 5.00pm Carol Service  Denton 
 7.00pm Carol Service  Grendon 
 7.00pm Carol Service  Yardley Hastings 
 
24th December, Christmas Eve 

 4.00pm Crib Service  Grendon 
 6.00pm Carol Service  Castle Ashby 
 11.30pm Midnight Mass  Denton 
 
25th December, Christmas Day 

 9.00am BCP Eucharist  Whiston 
 10.00am All Age Holy Communion  Grendon 
 10.00am All Age Holy Communion  Yardley Hastings 
 11.00am Holy Communion  Castle Ashby 
 
Worship next Sunday, 29th December, First Sunday of Christmas 

 10.00am United Benefice Service   URC Yardley Hastings  

mailto:revpaulayork@gmail.com


The Collect 
 
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our 
saviour, so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge;  
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   
 
Amen 
 
(or)  
 
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your 
Son, so we wait for his coming in glory;  
bring us through the birth pangs of this present  
age to see, with her, our great salvation in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
Isaiah 7:  10-16 
 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying,  
‘Ask a sign of the Lord your God;  
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.’  
But Ahaz said,  
‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.’  
Then Isaiah said:  
‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 
to weary mortals, that you weary my God also?   
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 
a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  
He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good.  
For before the child knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading 
Romans 1:  1-7 
 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an 
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son,  
who was descended from David according to the 
flesh and was declared to be Son of God with 
power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 
name, including yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ,  

 
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be 
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Gospel Reading 
Matthew 1:  18-25 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
The birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this 
way.  
When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned 
to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said,  
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.’  
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, 
‘God is with us.’  
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as 
his wife, but had no marital relations with her until 
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Post Communion 
 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us your servants with your grace, that in all 
things we may embrace your holy will and with her 
rejoice in your salvation;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 


