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In & around the Benefice…. 
17th May | Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Please hold in your prayers this week: 

  Those suffering from, affected by or working to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, including the 
 NHS, council workers, teachers in schools offering childcare for those who work in key jobs.  

  NHS staff caring for Covid-19 patients, that they may have strength and resilience for their task, and 
 be kept safe.  

  Persecuted Christians across the world, especially in North Korea 
  Those in residential care and the housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough, Ruth Williams, 

 Gwen York, Ann and Colin Dix 
  Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them:  Chris Sayles, Tom Stock, Nicholas Vaughan, 

 Freddie Hogan, Mandy Bates, Mhairi Boyde, Anne Blackmore 
  The recently departed, amongst them Julie Quilter, Jennifer Barry-Murray and all who grieve at this 

 time 

Thy Kingdom Come –  An annual call to prayer from the  
Archbishops. We are each encouraged to pray during the period 
between Ascension and Pentecost (beginning this Thursday),  
specifically for friends and family to come to know Jesus’ love and 
for us to grow in our prayer lives.  Special prayer booklets/journals 
will be arriving ready for us to use by Thursday (please, Royal 
Mail!).   Look out for them in your church porch or let Revd Janet 
know if you would like one left on your doorstep.  
 

Prayer resources: 
Do join in Tea Together on Tuesday – our own Benefice Zoom gathering, 3.30pm for an hour. Grab a cuppa, chat 
with friends we haven’t seen for a while. We’ll share in the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Exploring Prayer course: a 
short video talk, then chatting together about it, and spending a short time praying about the concerns on our 
hearts. Drop Revd Janet an email to let her know you’d like to have an invitation to join in (even if you’ve never 
zoomed before – someone will talk you through the process!) 
 
An old-fashioned book! “How to pray” – a simple guide for normal people by Pete Greig, pub Hodder &  
Stoughton . Also available as an audiobook on Audible.  
 
There are lots of apps for your smartphone or tablet to help you pray. Try some of these (they’re all free): 
Lectio365 – produced by the 24-7 prayer organisation. A 10 minute “quiet time”- daily reading and  
reflection to listen to, and prayer time. 
Time to Pray – prayer for during the day and the night-time service of Compline. Produced by the C of E. 
Daily Prayer – the Church of England’s services of Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Night Prayer for each day. 
Pray as you go – a 10 minute meditative time to reflect on a short Bible passage, no books needed, you just listen 
and pray. Music ranges from Gregorian chant through Taizé songs, traditional hymns to more modern worship 
songs. 

Please visit our website for information on worship during the lockdown  

including recordings of our own Benefice Sunday Morning Prayer Services at  

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown  

The Daily Hope free phone line offers music, prayers and  
reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of 
England at the end of a telephone line. 
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – 
has been set up particularly with those unable to join online 
church services during the period of restrictions in mind. 

http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.co.uk/worship/worship-during-the-lockdown


Reflection for the 6th Sunday in Easter season. 

Whilst I was thinking about the passages from the bible set for today, I came across this poem, written 
by a priest, 
 
God snuck home.  
No longer bound by the expectations of a ‘consecrated’ building  
She’s concentrated her efforts on breaking out.  
Now in the comfort of a well-worn dining table she shares some bread, with some friends. 
And she laughs. And she weeps. In the sacred space of home. 
Rev.Ruth Wells  
 
This is an interesting way of looking at the current situation. Whilst some of the language is challenging, 
perhaps by just thinking about things helps us to affirm what we already think or change our viewpoint a 
little. None the less it is always good to think. 
 
This was a cartoon I saw, 

In Paul’s speech in Athens to a heady mix of Greeks from all backgrounds and 

cultural differences, he is talking about God and where you could find him. ’ 

The Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 

nor is he served by humans as he is the one who gives us life,’ 

Our ‘shrines’ or churches are currently closed, so where do we find God, 

where is our current place of worship? 

Where do we pray, where do we praise, where do we grapple with our faith?  

At home. 

 

Here at my home, I often wander around looking for signs and symbols of my faith…. I call them 
‘whispers form Jesus’…. Here are some. When I take time to look for God, to pray, to praise, to listen, 
then I find Him in the ordinariness of my daily life at home. This week look for your place or places of 
worship…. look for whispers from Jesus. 
 
‘I am the vine….’  

 

Janet and I continue to pray for you all, please do get in contact if you would like a chat or to pray with 
us, take care and may our healing Lord bless us all. 



The Collect 
God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord,  Amen 
 
 
First Reading 
Acts 17:  16-31 
 
While Paul was waiting in Athens, he was upset to 
see all the idols in the city. He went to the Jewish 
meeting place to speak to the Jews and to anyone 
who worshipped with them. Day after day he also 
spoke to everyone he met in the market. Some of 
them were Epicureans and some were Stoics, and 
they started arguing with him. People were asking, 
“What is this know-all trying to say?” Some even 
said, “Paul must be preaching about foreign gods! 
That's what he means when he talks about Jesus 
and about people rising from death.” They brought 
Paul before a council called the Areopagus, and 
said, “Tell us what your new teaching is all about. 
We have heard you say some strange things, and 
we want to know what you mean.” More than 
anything else the people of Athens and the 
foreigners living there loved to hear and to talk 
about anything new. So Paul stood up in front of the 
council and said: People of Athens, I see that you 
are very religious. As I was going through your city 
and looking at the things you worship, I found an 
altar with the words, “To an Unknown God.” You 
worship this God, but you don't really know him. So 
I want to tell you about him. This God made the 
world and everything in it. He is Lord of heaven and 
earth, and he doesn't live in temples built by human 
hands. He doesn't need help from anyone. He 
gives life, breath, and everything else to all people. 
From one person God made all nations who live on 
earth, and he decided when and where every 
nation would be. God has done all this, so that we 
will look for him and reach out and find him. He isn't 
far from any of us, and he gives us the power to 
live, to move, and to be who we are. “We are his 
children,” just as some of your poets have said. 
Since we are God's children, we must not think that 
he is like an idol made out of gold or silver or stone. 
He isn't like anything that humans have thought up 
and made. In the past, God forgave all this because 
people did not know what they were doing. But now 
he says that everyone everywhere must turn to him. 
He has set a day when he will judge the world's 
people with fairness. And he has chosen the man 
Jesus to do the judging for him. God has given 
proof of this to all of us by raising Jesus from 
death.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
John 14:  15-21 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to John.   Glory to you, O Lord 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate, to be with you for 
ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you. 
‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to 
you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, 
but you will see me; because I live, you also will 
live. On that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have 
my commandments and keep them are those who 
love me; and those who love me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 
them.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Prayer 
 
God our Father,  
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal 
life: may we thirst for you, the spring of life and 
source of goodness, through him who is alive and 
reigns, now and for ever. 
 
Amen 


